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SCALE 1:1500

Most office workers commute to their 
workplace using the London Underground. 
The nearest station for this area are Tower 
Hill Station (District-Circle Line) and Aldgate 
Station (Circle and Metropolitan Line).

The consistent journey route taken by this 
group of people create activities that 
generates market forces, especially to the 
cafes and pubs surrounding the area.

During weekends, the upper northern side 
of the area will become radically less active 
since that area is not part of the tourists’ 
journey path. 

Tourist from all around the world come to 
visit this area, and usually spend their time 
wandering around the Tower of London, 
the Tower Hill Memorial and the Millennium 
Tower Pier to queue for the Thames River 
boat ride.

The generic activity of tourism creates 
generic programmes around the site, i.e. 
cafes, ticketing booths, souvenir shops, fast 
food chains, hotels and excursion bus stops.

The large open space along Tower Hill 
helps in controlling and diverting the flow 
and journey of tourists. 

o5

FENCHURH STREET is a railway station in the south eastern corner of 
the City of London close to the Tower of London and 3.2 kilometer 
east of Charing Cross. The station is the smallest terminus in terms of 
platforms in London and one of the most intensively operated. It 
does not have a direct link to the London Underground, but a second 
entrance at Crosswall (also known as the Tower entrance) is near to 
Tower Hill tube station and Tower Gateway DLR station, and Aldgate 
tube station is also nearby. 

The station operates at capacity, especially during peak hours. To 
avoid overcrowding of the station, trains arriving during the morning 
peak period use alternate island platforms whenever possible. 
Office blocks have been built above the station platforms in two 
places with only one short section of canopied platform and another 
short section of exposed platform. The station has two exits; a main 
entrance to Fenchurch Place and another with access to Tower Hill 
Underground Station. The main station concourse is arranged on two 
levels connected by stairs, escalators and lifts.

THE PORT OF LONDON AUTHORITY BUILDING, built in 1919, was the 
headquarter office for the Port Of London Authority.  Currently it is in 
the process of being converted to a hotel. Nicknamed as the ‘wedding 
cake’, this building has domineering columns at the frontage and 
intricate lamptower ironworkery, suggesting display of an 
establishment and authoritarian power over the control of the 
London Port during the 19th century. 

TOWER  PLACE is a low-rise, deep-plan, energy-conscious office 
building designed by Foster and Partners. This new buildings at 
Tower Place also help to restore the site’s traditional urban grain, 
while reinstating historical views and creating a new public plaza 
with trees and water in front of All Hallows Church.

The public plaza houses cafes and restaurants, while numerous 
souvenir shops are located at the lower east side of the building, 
along Petty Wales street. 

THE TOWER MILLENNIUM PIER  is a pier on the River Thames, 
operated by London River Services and served by various river 
transport and cruise operators.

The pier is used by river bus services from Embankment to Woolwich 
and Westminster-Greenwich tourist boats.  Private-charter 
entertainment boats also use Tower Pier.

TOWER OF LONDON  is a historic monument in central London,  on the 
north bank of the River Thames. It is located within the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets and is separated from the eastern edge of 
the City of London by the open space known as Tower Hill. The Tower 
of London is often identified with the White Tower, the original stark 
square fortress built by William the Conqueror in 1078. However, the 
tower as a whole is a complex of several buildings set within two 
concentric rings of defensive walls and a moat.

The tower's primary function was a fortress, a royal palace, and a 
prison. It has also served as a place of execution and torture, an 
armoury, a treasury, a zoo, the Royal Mint, a public records office, an 
observatory, and since 1303, the home of the Crown Jewels of the 
United Kingdom.

Belonging to one of the oldest parts of London, archeological 
evidence shows that there was a settlement on the hill in the Bronze 
Age and much later a Roman village that was burnt down during the 
Boudicca uprising. 

THE TOWER HILL MEMORIAL is a national war memorial on the south 
side of Trinity Square Gardens, to the north of the Tower of London. It 
commemorates those from the Merchant Navy and fishing fleets who 
died during both world wars and have no known grave.

The World War I memorial takes the form of a vaulted corridor. 
Inside are 12 bronze plaques engraved with 12,000 names. The 
World War II memorial takes the form of a semi-circular sunken 
garden located behind the corridor, to its north. It contains the names 
of 24,000 British seamen and 50 Australian seamen, listed on the 
walls of the sunken garden. 

THE LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY City campus is the site of 
the former London Guildhall University, near Aldgate East, Tower Hill 
and Liverpool Street tube stations. The City campus is at the 
intersection of the City of London financial district and the old East 
end. 

London Metropolitan University is the largest single university in 
London, serving more than 34,000 students and with buildings 
spread throughout the centre of London. 
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mapping context

mapping analysis

The daily walking activities around the site is translated through assembling and sorting of fragmented urban 
spaces as layers of abstracted elements. The mapping study therefore is an assemblage of fractured parts of 
the generic tourism activities and the monotonous home-work place commuting activity, projecting 
capitalist-consumerist experiences.

Simultaneity, fragmentation, and ephemerally characterize this condition with intertwined pedestrianized 
paths and networks that create places, which enhance aesthetics and social awareness. This study also explore 
the permeable streetscapes that expose the myriads of the ordinary people and sees opportunities for spaces 
to be entered unintentionally, maneuvering and exploring the spatial and physical repertoire of the site. 

WALKING ACTIVITY AS SPATIAL ASSEMBLAGE
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